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Language Arts

Common Nouns
Nouns that are used to name general things are called common nouns.
They name a person, place, or thing.
1. Find the nouns in the grid. Write each one beside its meaning.
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body part
insect
fruit
fish
bird

large cat
metal
flower
vegetable
food

2. Color the boxes that contain words that can be used as nouns.
barrel

falcon

bugle

leather

vinegar

happy

silly

orchid

sofa

canal

eel

pitcher

chewing

dirty

tall

old

silk

hamper

ferret

envelope

3. Choose 5 nouns from question 2. Write a sentence using each one.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
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Proper Nouns
Proper nouns are the names of particular people, places, or things. They are written
with a capital letter at the beginning.
1. Write the proper noun from the box beside the matching common noun below.
September

Nile

Tuesday

Henry Hudson

a. country

d. river

b. month

e. day

c. explorer

f. city

Miami

Japan

2.
Vanessa

Monday

Friday

Tony

Long Beach

San Francisco

California

April
Seahawk

3. Write the word from the box that names each group of proper nouns.
On ________________ the eighth of ________________, two students, a girl named
___________ and a boy named ________________, left the seaside city of _____________
in ____________ to sail a yacht named _____________ down the coast to _____________.
They arrived safely on _______________, much to the relief of their parents.

months

a. Chile, Canada, England

oceans

b. June, August, July

planets

c.

countries

d.

states

e. Pacific, Atlantic, Indian

mountains

f. Florida, Maine, Oregon
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Plural Nouns
Singular nouns refer to one person, place, or thing. Plural nouns refer to more than one person,
place, or thing.
1. Write the plural of the word in parentheses. Hint: Most nouns form the plural by adding s.
Those that end in ch, sh, s, or x add es.
a. There are over seven _____________ in our town.
b. There are lots of _____________ growing in the playground.
c. The frightened dog hid between the two _____________ .
d. Jan put all the _____________ on the table.
e. My brother ate three _____________ for lunch.
f. The six school _____________ were in a line.
2. Write the plural of each of the following words. Hint: They are all irregular.
a. goose __________________

e. tooth

b. man

__________________

f. woman

__________________

c. foot

__________________

g. child

__________________

h. mouse

__________________

d. louse __________________

__________________

3. Write the plural of the word in parentheses. Hint: Some nouns that end in o add es to make
the plural. Others simply add s.
a. We planted __________________ in the garden. (

)

b. On our holiday, Kyle took lots of __________________ . (
c. South America has many __________________. (

)
)

d. Hundreds of __________________ were bathing in the pool. (
e. The brave __________________ were all given medals. (
f. I sliced the three __________________ to make a salad. (
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Showing Possession
Using apostrophes to show possession is often confusing for students. Yet, there are only a few basic
rules.
To form a possessive for a singular noun, add an apostrophe and an s.
the student’s records

Mrs. Smith’s red car

the dress’s collar

Exception: Sometimes a proper name ending in s would be too difficult to pronounce with an
added apostrophe and an s. Therefore, you must use your judgment.
Mr. Jones’ backyard

Hercules’ victories

Los Angeles’ population

To form the possessive for a plural noun, add an apostrophe.
ballplayers’ team

citizens’ vote

many flowers’ stems

Exception: If the plural does not end in an s, add both the apostrophe and an s.
mice’s cheese

women’s locker room

children’s books

Common mistakes: You do not use an apostrophe to make a noun plural. You do not use an
apostrophe with possessive personal pronouns like the following: yours, ours, theirs, its, hers, or
his.
Directions: Show possession in the following examples. Check to see if the noun is singular or
plural before adding an apostrophe and an s. The first one has been done for you.
1. the food belonging to our dog

_______________________________________

2. careers belonging to women

_______________________________________

3. comments made by my friend

_______________________________________

4. some toys that belong to my baby

_______________________________________

5. the horn that is attached to it

_______________________________________

6. tickets that belong to the passengers

_______________________________________

7. some clothes for the children

_______________________________________

8. a store owned by Chris

_______________________________________

9. a paintbrush belonging to an artist

_______________________________________

10. invitations sent by the hostess
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Possessives Practice
Directions: To complete each sentence, form the possessive of the noun in parentheses. If the noun is
singular, keep it singular. If it is plural, keep it plural.
1. The ________________________ lounge is upstairs. (teachers)
2. Our ________________________ motto is “E Pluribus Unum.” (country)
3. The ________________________ department is on the third floor. (children)
4. ________________________ friends are coming to dinner. (Ross)
5. Where’s the ________________________ room? (men)
6. All the ________________________ leaders were there. (cities)
7. All the ________________________ dishes are empty. (dogs)
8. ________________________ dish is full. (Argus)
9. That’s ________________________ van. (Karla)
10. The ________________________ practice ends at 3:00. (girls)
Directions: Mark A if the underlined word is correct, and mark B if it is incorrect.
_____ 1. That’s the ladies’ room.
_____ 2. I have five cat’s.
_____ 3. That babies’ mother is Marion.
_____ 4. Our team’s mascot is the bulldog.
_____ 5. The mens locker room is closed.
_____ 6. I like old cars.
_____ 7. Chris’ mother is bringing lunch.
_____ 8. That ladie’s purse is huge.
_____ 9. Your binder’s pocket is ripped.
_____ 10. My baby’s room is too hot.
©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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Possessive Nouns
An apostrophe is used to show possession (that something belongs to something
or someone).

Example:
the horse’s mane
the child’s toys
(the horses’ manes)
or an apostrophe and s if the word does not end in s
(the children’s toys).
1. Rewrite the following to show possession.
a. the dress of the girl
b. the stripes of the tiger
c. the pencil of the boy
d. the handbags of the lady
e. the leaves of the tree
f. the petals of the flower
g. the antics of the clown
h. the uniform of the police officer
2. Now rewrite the following to show possession.
a. the dresses of the girls
b. the ears of the donkeys
c. the books of the men
d. the saddles of the horses
e. the houses of the women
f. the pencils of the boys
g. the nests of the birds
h. the ship of the sailors
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Verbs
Action verbs express an action we can see, for example, work, run, sit.
1. Circle the action verb in each sentence.
a. The dog bit the postman.
b. Ian listened carefully.
c. The teacher tapped the table with his ruler.
d. Susan read a book about dinosaurs.
e. The dog ate the old bone.
f. We wandered through the rain forest.

pounced

scowled

searched

pruned

wiped

gushed

a. When we turned the tap, the water ____________________ out.
b. The angry lady ____________________ at me.
c. The hungry cat ____________________ on the mouse.
d. After he finished the ice cream, he ____________________ his face.
e. The farmer ____________________ the fruit trees.
f. We ____________________ everywhere but could not find the missing watch.

leaps
scampers

gambols
soars

gallops
waddles

slithers
struts

a. A snake

.

e. A rooster

.

b. A horse

.

f. A duck

.

c. A lamb

.

g. An eagle

.

d. A frog

.

h. A mouse

.
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Being and Having Verbs
Being and having verbs tell us about what things are and what they have; for example, Ben is
a bowler. When forms of the verbs “to be” and “to have” are joined with other main verbs, they
become auxiliary or helping verbs; for example, Gail is riding. (Together the auxiliary verb and
the main verb become a verb phrase. In the example, is riding becomes the verb phrase.)
1. Circle the being or having verb in each sentence.
a. Max has a bad cold.
b. Ali is the best speller.
c. The books are here.
d. Nick was there a minute ago.
e. I am the captain of the team.
f. I have the string.

a. I am going to the movies tonight.
b. Mom is painting the house this weekend.
c. The teacher was helping us.
d. Tom will run in the race.
e. Our class has read that book.
f. I have seen a shooting star.

of your own.
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Helping Verbs
All sentences need a verb. Some verbs are action verbs. They show the action taking
place. Other verbs are called helping verbs. Action verbs work together with helping
verbs in a sentence.
Helping Verbs
am

is

has

are

were

was

have

had

can

will

Find the helping and the action verbs in the sentences below.
1. An elephant is raising his trunk.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

2. Amy has learned to bake pies.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

3. Harold is drawing with a purple crayon.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

4. We will drink the water.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

5. She has taken the test before.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

6. I have seen the bear.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

7. We are going to the store.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

8. Jenny can ride a bike.
helping: ___________________

action:___________________

9. I will eat all the cinnamon rolls.
helping: ___________________
©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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What is an Adjective?
Adjectives are describing words. Adjectives describe a noun. Think of as many ways you can
to describe the following items. Write your adjectives in the boxes. The first one has been
done for you. When you are finished, share your ideas with the class.

ladybug

pizza

school

birthday party

summer vacation

ice cream

trains

peach

pencil

robot

hamburger

swimming pool

small
red
spotted
cute

Extension: Write a story about one of the items on this page. Be sure to use all of the
adjectives you recorded in your story.
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Adjectives
Adjectives are used to describe a noun or pronoun.
1. Choose a word from the box to complete each sentence.
circular

fragile

broad

careful

perilous

childish

a. A river that is wide is

.

b. Something easily broken is

.

c. If something is round, it is

.

d. An immature person is

.

e. If something is dangerous, it is

.

f. If a person is cautious, he or she is

.

2. Choose the most suitable describing adjective from the box.
delicious

rusty

sunny

savage

interesting

woolen

ripe

clever

a.

story

e.

sweater

b.

student

f.

weather

c.

knife

g.

apple

d.

food

h.

watchdog

3. Rewrite the story, replacing each underlined adjective with one of a similar meaning from
the box.
big

minute

scared

thick

strong

high

sour

fat

As we walked through the dense forest, we saw a plump bird eating some bitter fruit that grew
on a tall tree. My brother Sam, a sturdy lad, threw a tiny pebble at the bird. The frightened bird
flew to the safety of a gigantic bush.

©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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What is an Adverb?
An adverb describes a verb. An adverb tells when, why, where, how often, and how much.
Circle the adjective in each sentence. Then, change the adjective into an adverb. Finally,
rewrite the sentence using the adverb instead of the adjective. (Some adverbs are formed by
adding -ly to adjectives.)
Example:

The happy baby smiled.
Adjective: happy
Adverb:
happily
Revised Sentence:
The baby smiled happily.

1. The quick rabbit scampered under the fence.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
2. The happy dogs jumped.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
3. The hungry children ate all of the birthday cake.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
4. The shy boy raised his hand.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
5. The angry man yelled at the store clerk.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
6. The nice waitress cleaned up the spill.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
7. The calm driver sped away.
Adjective:
Adverb:
Revised Sentence:
#3941 Mastering Fifth Grade Skills
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Adverbs
An adverb is a word that adds meaning to a verb, an adjective, or another adverb.
1. Select the best adverb to complete each sentence.
gracefully

neatly

busily

angrily

brightly

tightly

softly

carefully

a. We should cross a busy street ____________________.
b. We tie parcels ____________________.
c. Lights can shine ____________________.
d. We should write ____________________in our books.
e. The children worked ____________________.
f. The lion roared ____________________.
g. We should whisper ____________________.
h. A swan swims ____________________.
2. Beside each adverb write how, when, or where to show what it tells us.
a. tomorrow

f. yesterday

b. greedily

g. inside

c. tonight

h. down

d. today

i. sweetly

e. sadly

j. outside

3. Add an adverb of your own to complete each sentence. Make sure your adverb
answers the word in parentheses.
a. She fell ____________________. (where)
b. He whistled ____________________. (how)
c. Tom arrived ____________________. (when)
d. The window was broken ____________________. (how)
e. The kangaroo jumped the fence ____________________. (how)
f. I will repay you ____________________. (when)

©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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What is a Pronoun?
A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun. Replace the underlined nouns in each
sentence with the proper pronoun.

she
him
my

he
you
it

Common Pronouns
your
her
yours
our
them
their

his
ours
they

1. Sally is going to be in first grade next year.
______________________________________________________________________
2. The class is going to go on a field trip.
______________________________________________________________________
3. Jeffrey had better practice if he ever wants to drive again.
______________________________________________________________________
4. I hope Eliza is coming to the play.
______________________________________________________________________
5. The Clarks are the nicest family.
______________________________________________________________________
6. The computer is acting up again.
______________________________________________________________________
7. The boys are speaking to their coach.
______________________________________________________________________
8. The skunk sprayed the tree.
______________________________________________________________________
#3941 Mastering Fifth Grade Skills
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Pronouns
Pronouns are words that take the places of nouns.
1. Rewrite each sentence, replacing the underlined words with a pronoun.
a. The lady said that the lady was leaving now.

b. When the dog stopped barking, it went back to the dog’s kennel.

c. The teacher told them that the teacher wanted them to work harder.

d. The puppies whimpered when the puppies were hungry.

e. The queen dismissed the queen’s servants.

f. Tom’s father asked Tom to cut the wood.

2. Color the boxes that contain a pronoun.
we

paper

us

their

they

you

rabbit

jealous

my

mine

them

quickly

she

shiny

table

yours

over

silver

©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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Prepositions, Conjunctions,
and Interjections
Prepositions: A preposition is a word or group of words which show how two ideas are related.
Directions: Write a sentence using the preposition listed.
Example: in front of: They put a sign in front of the store.
1. within: ________________________________________________________________________
2. under: _________________________________________________________________________
3. in: ____________________________________________________________________________
4. between: _______________________________________________________________________
5. on behalf of: ____________________________________________________________________
Conjunctions: A conjunction is a word that connects individual words or groups of words.
Directions: Write a sentence using the conjunction listed.
Example: He will be ready Saturday or Sunday.
6. and ___________________________________________________________________________
7. or ____________________________________________________________________________
8. but____________________________________________________________________________
9. so ____________________________________________________________________________
Interjection: An interjection is a word or phrase used to express strong emotion or surprise.
Directions: Write a sentence using the interjection listed.
Example: Wow! Are you really that old?
10. Oh no! ________________________________________________________________________
11. Wow! _________________________________________________________________________
12. Yikes! _________________________________________________________________________
13. No way! ______________________________________________________________________
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Prepositions
Prepositions are words that show a relationship between other words.
To see how prepositions work, look at these two words: fox log
Prepositions can show the relationship between the fox and the log:
The fox was under the log.
The fox was by the log.

The fox was on the log.
The fox was in the log.

Prepositions always start prepositional phrases. A phrase is a group of words that doesn’t make a
whole sentence—a group of words that do a job together. These are all prepositional phrases:
under the log, on the log, by the log, in the log
Directions: Under each sentence, copy the prepositional phrase from that sentence. Circle the object
of the preposition and underline the preposition.
1. Penguins live at the South Pole.
___________________________________

6. I found the keys under the table.
____________________________________

2. The students slept during the speech.
____________________________________

7. We are going to the movies tomorrow.
____________________________________

3. The baby was tossed out with the bathwater.
____________________________________

8. The rabbit ran across the road.
____________________________________

4. The fish in the pan smelled awful.
____________________________________

9. Jim put the pizza on the table.
____________________________________

5. The announcer on TV was excited.
____________________________________

10. The girls climbed to the top.
____________________________________

Directions: Rewrite each sentence, adding a prepositional phrase to each.
1. The dog ate his dinner._____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. The boys ran. ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Josh did his work. ________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
4. Sally read the book. _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
5. The girls are practicing. ____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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Conjunctions
Conjunctions are words that join or connect other words. It’s easy to remember the definition if you
emphasize it this way: conjunctions connect words.
Conjunctions are words like and, but, and or. They connect words or groups of words.
I want a car or a truck.
I want to eat dinner and go to the movies.
I like Bob, but my mom doesn’t care for him.
And, but, and or are the most commonly used conjunctions. There are others, though, including if, so,
although, since, and because.
You may go to the party if you clean your room.
I like pizza although it is fattening.
Since you are late, we will all be late.
Satinder bought a car because she saved her money.
Directions: Underline the conjunctions in the following sentences.
1. Tom likes Linda, but she doesn’t like him.
2. I will buy chips or salad.
3. My car won’t run, so I have to use my mom’s car.
4. I will go if my mother gives me permission.
5. I couldn’t leave until my brother got home.
6. I’ll call José after I eat.
7. I’m going to do my chores, watch television, and eat a banana.
8. The Simpsons isn’t on since the basketball game went into overtime.
9. Tom’s going with us although he doesn’t want to go.
Directions: Fill in the blanks with conjunctions.
1. I would like a slice of cheesecake with cherries _____________________ strawberries.
2. We can go to the movies _____________________ go to the park.
3. I like Polly _____________________ she’s nice.
4. I will make dinner _____________________ I finish my homework.
5. _____________________ you like chocolate, you will like these cookies.
6. Serena wrote me a letter, _____________________ I haven’t seen it.
7. I like Mexican food, _____________________ I don’t like beans.
8. I will give you my book _____________________ you keep asking for it.
9. This car has power steering _____________________ air conditioning.
10. You can go, _____________________ the girls can’t go.
11. The teacher will take down your name _____________________ give you detention.
12. The best choices would be Anthony, Ricky, _____________________ Danny.
13. Rusty sent me a card, _____________________ it was nice.
14. Louise is nice, _____________________ she is also moody.
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Capitalization
Capital letters are used at the beginning of each sentence. They are also used for proper
nouns such as names and places.

My horse is brown and gray.
We got to go to the store with Dr. Carter.
My sister is named Danielle.
They say Disneyland is a happy place.
My mother likes soup at the Olive Garden.
These sentences are missing capital letters. Cross out each letter that should be changed to a
capital and write the capital letter above the crossed out letter.
1. when i went to the store, i saw my teacher, mrs. dorner.
2. i am reading a book named pride and prejudice.
3. in may, we will be able to go and visit my grandma clark.
4. my brother said, “why does sarah always get to sit in the front?”
5. the andersons, our neighbors, will go to visit paris, france, next year.
6. heidi had a birthday, and we sang “happy birthday to you.”
7. on thursday, he will go to see dr. frank, the orthodontist.
8. my sister anne loves to write stories.
Write four sentences of your own. Don’t forget the capital letters!
9. ______________________________________________________________________
10. ______________________________________________________________________
11. ______________________________________________________________________
12. ______________________________________________________________________
#3941 Mastering Fifth Grade Skills
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Capitalization
Capitalization Rules
• Capitalize names of people, places, nationalities, and religions: George Washington, New
York, Italian, Protestant.
• Capitalize dates, historical events, periods, and special events: World War II, Renaissance,
Boston Tea Party, Easter, Saturday, May.
• Capitalize titles for people (mayor, doctor, president) only when they are followed by a name
(Doctor Stockton, the doctor).
• Capitalize family titles only when used as names: Ask Mom. Ask your mom. I like Uncle
Bob. I like my uncle, Bob.
• Do not capitalize school classes unless a specific title is given, or the subject is a language:
history, History 1A, English, Spanish, geometry.
• Do not capitalize directions (south, east, etc.) except when they refer to a specific region (the
South): I live north of the capital. We moved to the East Coast.
• Do not capitalize seasons of the year: winter, spring, autumn, fall.
Directions: Mark A if the underlined word is correct as it is, and mark B if it is incorrect.
____________ 1. My Aunt is named Terry.
____________ 2. I like Aunt Terry.
____________ 3. Sit by your Cousin, Tommy.
____________ 4. I don’t want to sit by Cousin Tommy.
____________ 5. I come from the west.
____________ 6. I live west of the river.
____________ 7. I like spanish class.
____________ 8. I like math class.
____________ 9. My favorite season is Fall.
____________10. Is the Mayor in?
____________11. Yes, Mayor Ruiz is in.
____________12. The President of General Motors is rich.
____________13. President Kennedy lived in the White House.
____________14. My mother is christian.
____________15. I like History 101.
#3945 Mastering Sixth Grade Skills
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More Capitalization
A capital letter is used for:

mountains, rivers.

1. Color the boxes that contain words that should begin with a capital letter.
michelle

swan lake

plate

christmas

beetles

south

uranus

october

canada

mount everest

england

asia

pacific ocean

tables

london

wednesday

summer

easter

kansas city

rialto house

stranger

shamrock hotel

vietnam

murray river

wattle street

2. Complete the sentences.
a. My given name is

.

b. My birthday is in the month of

.

c. The street I live on is

.

d. The school I attend is

.

e. My teacher’s name is

.

f. I live in the town or city of

.

g. The country I would most like to visit is

.

3. Rewrite the following sentences correctly.
a. last saturday julie went to chicago

b. at christmas we are going to italy which is a country in europe

c. the wedding will take place at st patrick’s church in greensboro

©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.

21

#3941 Mastering Fifth Grade Skills

Language Arts

Colons
Colons are used in conventional situations more often than in text. Below are a few cases.
Time
3:15 P.M.
4:17 A.M.

Ratios
9:7
2:1

Bible Verses
John 3:16
Genesis 1:7

Business Letter Salutations
Dear Sir:
To Whom It May Concern:

The most common placement for colons in text is before a list of items. If using a colon before your
list, do not place it directly after a verb or a preposition. A colon is most often used with expressions
like as follows or the following.
Correct

On our camping trip we will need to bring sleeping bags, a camping stove, a
flashlight, warm clothes, and a week’s supply of food.

Incorrect

On our camping trip we will need to bring: sleeping bags, a camping stove, a
flashlight, warm clothes, and a week’s supply of food.

Correct

On our camping trip we will need to bring the following items: sleeping bags,
camping stove, a flashlight, warm clothes, and a week’s supply of food.

Correct

This recipe is made from chicken, curry, onions, brown sugar, and sour cream.

Incorrect

This recipe is made from: chicken, curry, onions, brown sugar, and sour cream.

Correct

This recipe includes these ingredients: chicken, curry, onions, brown sugar, and
sour cream.

Directions: Read each list of items. Write a sentence with a colon inserted before each list.
1. bait, tackle, net, and hooks

2. ham sandwich, grapes, string cheese, orange juice, and a chocolate chip cookie

3. protractor, compass, calculator, ruler, and pencils

4. basketball, tennis, swimming, and bowling
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Commas

Commas are used to show short pauses in writing. They are used in various ways, including
separating nouns, separating adjectives, and after introductory clauses and phrases.
1. Complete each sentence by using words from the box. Don’t forget to use commas.
scissors

roses

ash

daffodils

eucalyptus

wheat

skunks

pliers

hammers

penguins

rice

zebras

sycamore

corn

hyacinths

a. are cereals.

are cereals.

b. are flowers.

are flowers.

c. are black and white.

are black and white.

d. are tools.

are tools.

e. are trees.

are trees.

2. Each sentence contains a phrase that needs to be set off with commas. The first one has
been done for you.
a. Adelaide, the capital of South Australia, is a beautiful city.
b. Anders Celsius a Swedish astronomer introduced the Celsius scale in 1742.
c. The South Pole a featureless spot in a freezing wilderness was first reached by
Amundsen.
d. The toothbrush according to a 17th century encyclopedia was first invented in China
in 1498.
e. Ian one of this class’s finest writers has won first prize in the poetry contest.
f. Interpol the first international crime fighting organization was formed in 1923 in Paris.
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Commas
Directions: Use commas to separate items in certain conventional, or customary, situations.
Dates

The Towne Book Fair begins on Monday, September 25.
Our Constitution was signed on September 17, 1787.

Addresses

The Kentucky Derby is held each spring in Louisville, Kentucky.
The address you requested is 453 Bear St., Chicago, IL 69697.

Friendly Letter
Salutation and Closing

Dear Grandma Martha,
Sincerely yours,

Directions: Read the following letter and envelope. Insert commas where needed.
Tuesday March 16 1999
Dear Aunt Judy
I want to thank you for the lovely new dress you sent to me for my birthday. I’m sorry you
were unable to attend my party on Saturday March 13. We had lots of fun. I plan to come visit
you in Lynchburg Virginia this summer. Mother wants you to check your calendar for July. She
has booked me on a flight to arrive Wednesday July 27 in the evening. Please write or call to let us
know if that date is all right. I can’t wait to see you!
Yours truly

Kara
Kara James
7008 Milton Road
Los Angeles CA 90049

39¢
Mrs. Judy Kimball
1454 Dresser Road
Lynchburg Virginia 20546
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Language Arts

Semicolons
A semicolon looks and acts like a period and comma combined. It separates complete independent
clauses like a period, while also separating items within a sentence like a comma. Use a semicolon
instead of a period only when the ideas in the independent clauses are closely related.

I called Jessica. She will arrive in thirty minutes.

(two independent clauses separated by a period)

I called Jessica, and she will arrive in thirty minutes.

(compound sentence using a comma and a
conjunction—and, but, or, for, yet)

I called Jessica; she will arrive in thirty minutes.

(two independent clauses joined by a semicolon)

Note: Don’t use too many semicolons. When editing your work, decide if it is better to make a compound
sentence with a comma and a conjunction, two complete sentences, or a sentence with several commas
rather than use a semicolon.
Grammatically Correct:

In the deserts of northern Africa, the sun beats down all day practically every
day of the year; the plants there, some of which are found nowhere else in the
world, are tough, thick, and drought-resistant.

Better:

In the deserts of northern Africa, the sun beats down all day, practically every
day of the year. The plants there, some of which are found nowhere else in the
world, are tough, thick, and drought-resistant.

Directions: Read the following sentences and add semicolons where needed.
1. On our first trip to California, I wanted to visit the San Diego Zoo my little sister wanted to go to
Disneyland.
2. Our parents settled the dispute for us they decided we could go to both places.
3. At the zoo we saw a zebra, elephant, and lion the tigers were not in their display area.
4. Three days later we went to Disneyland it has imaginative rides.
5. We can’t wait to vacation in California again there are so many sights to see.
Directions: Choose two sentences from above to rewrite as compound sentences joined by
conjunctions and commas.
1. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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Using End Punctuation
Period: Use a period at the end of a statement.
Exclamation Point: Use an exclamation point to express excitement or emphasis for an important
point. Exclamation points should be used sparingly.
Question Mark: Use a question mark at the end of a question.
Directions: Put the correct end mark at the end of each of the following sentences.
1. The sun set on the horizon Wasn’t the sight astonishing
2. When the snowflakes stop falling, we will go to the store
3. Where did you get that beautiful, blue ribbon
4. Hurrah We can finally go swimming in the ocean since the storm has abated
5. When will the sound of cracking thunder stop frightening me
6. The daffodils are blooming all over the hillside, creating a waving carpet of yellow
7. The gazelles ran smoothly and silently in the distance
8. When will the moon escape from behind the clouds
9. Wow I am impressed with the colorful vibrancy of fall
10. How often will you be able to come over to my house this summer
11. Although I like the refreshing coolness of snow cones, I usually don’t like ice cream
12. Why is the wind picking up speed Will there be a hurricane
13. The puppy quickly scurried under the bushes, hoping that no one had noticed him
14. I will be glad when this project is over and I feel a sense of accomplishment

©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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Language Arts

Apostrophes
An apostrophe is used:
I’ll (I will)
a dog’s kennel
the three dogs’ kennels
1. Write in full what the following contractions mean.
a. hasn’t

e. we’ll

b. we’ve

f. can’t

c. o’clock

g. ‘tis

d. didn’t

h. ‘twas

2. Write the following as contractions.
a. I am

f. you have

b. I have

g. who is

c. I would

h. it is

d. I shall

i. he is

e. could not

j. were not

3. Add apostrophes where they are needed.

Thats the place well go. Theres bound to be lots of fish. Its a really good spot.
Were lucky youd seen it before. Theyre going to be jealous when they know
weve got it. Theyll probably say theyre not coming now.
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Punctuating and Capitalizing Quotes
A direct quotation always begins with a capital letter regardless of where the quotation appears in the
sentence. However, punctuating direct quotations varies, depending on their placement.

Speaker Before: When the name of the person doing the speaking comes before the direct quote,
the direct quote is preceded by a comma. The quote is punctuated like a regular sentence and
enclosed by quotation marks.
Ann said, “I hope you find what you are looking for.”
Mrs. Paul asked, “Do you know the capital of Peru?”
Tamara exclaimed, “Let me go!”
Speaker After: When the name of the person doing the speaking comes after the direct quote, the
punctuation is varied. If the direct quote is a question or exclamation, then the ending punctuation
should be added. If, however, the sentence is a statement or request, then a comma is used in place
of a period. In all cases, a period is placed at the end of the entire sentence.
“I hope you find what you are looking for,” said Ann.
“Do you know the capital of Peru?” asked Mrs. Paul.
“Let me go!” exclaimed Tamara.

Directions: Write the following sentences, adding punctuation marks where needed. Capitalize the
first word of the direct quote.
1. Michael shouted let’s get busy with the paint
2. Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves stated Abraham Lincoln
3. Has anyone in this group ever climbed Mount Everest asked the mountain guide
4. Mr. Cummings said please watch your step through the pond
5. Donna and Chandra complained we don’t want to do the dishes
6. Help cried the frightened girl as she grasped the end of the rope
7. What is the time difference between New York and Los Angeles he asked the flight attendant
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Synonyms
A synonym is a word that has the same or similar meaning to another word.
1. Circle all the words in the grid. Then write each one beside its synonym.
a. howl

l
s
o
f
t
s
b

a
l
o
s
e
e
r

r
w
a
i
l
r
a

g
c
l
a
p
i
v

e
r
o
a
m
o
e

t
a
s
t
e
u
r

b. wander

s
h
a
k
e
s
y

c. tender
d. tremble
e. immense
f. misplace
g. valor
h. applaud
i. solemn
j. flavor

2. Each underlined word can be replaced with a synonym from the box. Find and write the word.
wet

ill

fat

old

odd

gem

sly

get

a. We are trying to obtain some money.
b. The crafty fox was captured.
c. The clothes are still damp.
d. Mary is feeling sick.
e. The pig is quite plump.
f. This seems quite strange.
g. This building is ancient.
h. The jewel is very valuable.
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Synonyms: Almost the Same
Synonyms are especially important when you decide you need a more exact word or a better
word to express your meaning when you are writing or reading. At such times, a thesaurus is
a helpful reference.
Because a thesaurus entry usually contains several words that are considered synonyms, you
need to also use a dictionary to be sure that the word you choose produces the meaning you
want. You cannot be sure that every word in the list will work as a substitute for the one you
started with.
Use a thesaurus and a dictionary to choose the best synonyms to replace the italicized
words in the following sentences. (Remember that one word often leads to another. You
may have to go to the next step and look in the dictionary for definitions of one or more
unfamiliar words in a definition.)

1. The preacher moved so fast from point to point that Ivan could not easily follow the
lecture.
a. sermon

b. harangue

c. speech

2. Between the ages of three and five, Willard had an imaginary companion.
a. real

b. make-believe

c. feign

3. My friend Philomena’s grandmother descended onto the lawn in a hot-air balloon.
a. crawled

b. came down

c. climbed

4. Everyone who sees them declares that the Smoky Mountains are a glorious sight.
a. strange

b. bizarre

c. magnificent

5. With the help of an architect, landscaper, and many construction workers, the
enterprising George Washington Vanderbilt constructed the largest private residence in
a. inventive

b. unusual

c. new

6. Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Harry Truman are often described as humble men.
a. humiliated

©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.

b. modest

c. subservient
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Synonyms: Almost the Same (cont.)
7. Socrates was a Greek philosopher and teacher.
a. romantic

b. thinker

c. researcher

8. My mother’s voice was rather shrill when she told me for the tenth time to do my
homework.
a. harsh

b. inconsiderate

c. noisy

9. A good quarterback should not only have a good throwing arm but should also be
nimble.
a. willowy

b. lively

c. agile

10. David did not quail as Goliath approached.
a. chill

b. shrink back

c. recede

11. The tawny coat of the young male elk glowed in the Yellowstone sun.
a. fair

b. blond

c. yellowish-brown

12. As soon as he caught the scent of the fox, the hound let out a yelp.
a. shout

b. snap

c. bark

13. Mr. Chang, our new neighbor, is an agent for a life insurance company.
a. representative

b. ambassador

c. cause

14. The wind was so strong that it broke off a bough of our big oak tree.
a. extremity

b. limb

c. area

15. Many people, in California especially, think it is sensible to be prepared for the disaster
an earthquake can cause.
a. tragedy

b. bad luck

c. rage

16. Saying “yes” to the birthday party invitation will oblige you to bring a gift.
a. persuade

b. force

c. obligate

17. After some reflection, Luis decided that he would not go to the party after all.
a. consideration
#3941 Mastering Fifth Grade Skills
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Antonyms
An antonym is a word that has the opposite meaning to another word.
1. Circle all the words in the grid. Then write each one beside its antonym.
a. expensive
s

b

u

i

l

d

c

b. bold

m

c

h

e

a

p

o

c. hero

i

l

e

a

v

e

w

d. north

l

t

i

m

i

d

a

e. demolish

e

s

o

u

t

h

r

f. graceful

l

o

o

s

e

n

d

g. tighten

s

w

a

l

l

o

w

a

w

k

w

a

r

d

h. return
i. frown
j. spit

2. Select the word from the box that has the opposite meaning to the underlined word in
each sentence.
solid

divide

smash

light

fake

deceitful

entrance

feeble

a. These books are quite heavy.
b. Are you going to repair the motor?
c. The teacher told us to multiply the numbers.
d. He is a very honest boy.
e. We left quickly through the open exit.
f. After the operation, she felt quite strong.
g. These logs are hollow.
h. These diamonds are genuine.
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Antonyms: Almost the Opposite
Learning the antonym of a word can help you better understand the meaning of that word, just
as a synonym can.
Just as you may find exactly the right synonym in a thesaurus, you may also find an antonym
in a thesaurus entry or in a dictionary. There are dictionaries that list both synonyms and
antonyms.
Use a thesaurus and a dictionary to help you choose the sentence that expresses the
opposite meaning of the first sentence in each group. (Remember that one word often
leads to another. You may have to go to the next step and look in the dictionary for
definitions of one or more unfamiliar words in a definition.)
1. José Guerrero bragged to everyone in the class about his accomplishments.
a. José Guerrero was modest.
b. José Guerrero was confident.
c. José Guerrero was bluffing.
2. The very gracious Lady Guinevere expressed her appreciation to everyone in the room.
a. Lady Guinevere expressed her challenge.
b. Lady Guinevere expressed her desperation.
c. Lady Guinevere expressed her disapproval.
3. After the first three hours of the first day of school, Hiroshi Takahashi was drowsy.
a. Hiroshi Takahashi was frantic.
b. Hiroshi Takahashi was alert.
c. Hiroshi Takahashi was grim.
4. Charlotte will always remember the kindness of her first-grade teacher, Mrs. Zella Runk.
a. Charlotte will remember Mrs. Runk’s consideration.
b. Charlotte will remember Mrs. Runk’s humor.
c. Charlotte will remember Mrs. Runk’s meanness.
5. The majesty of the landscape in Olympic National Park always fills Anastasia
with wonder.
a. The plainness of the landscape fills Anastasia with wonder.
b. The pleasure of the landscape fills Anastasia with wonder.
c. The presence of the landscape fills Anastasia with wonder.
6. Donnie decided to relax his pace in the bicycle race.
a. Donnie decided to slow his pace.
b. Donnie decided to accelerate his pace.
c. Donnie decided to tinker with his pace.
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Antonyms: Almost the Opposite (cont.)
7. Bullies often take advantage of meek people.
a. Bullies often take advantage of timid people.
b. Bullies often take advantage of sincere people.
c. Bullies often take advantage of assertive people.
8. The scientist poured a scant amount of the poisonous chemical into the bottle.
a. The scientist poured a large amount.
b. The scientist poured a small amount.
c. The scientist poured a moderate amount.
9. The train on the inside tracks seemed to be stationary.
a. The train seemed to be vague.
b. The train seemed to be peculiar.
c. The train seemed to be progressing.
10. Everyone at the memorial for the mayor remained sober throughout the ceremony.
a. Everyone at the memorial remained serious.
b. Everyone at the memorial remained lighthearted.
c. Everyone at the memorial remained bitter.
imports of the crops that they grow.
a. Some farmers do not want trade.
b. Some farmers do not want exports.
c. Some farmers do not want increases.
12. Ginnie wanted to establish a border around her plants.
a. Ginnie wanted to destroy a border.
b. Ginnie wanted to set up a border.
c. Ginnie wanted to delay a border.
13. Juliet’s parents were stubborn about her relationship with Romeo.
a. Juliet’s parents were fabulous.
b. Juliet’s parents were flexible.
c. Juliet’s parents were gruff.
14. Jack London wrote a splendid book about loyalty.
a. London wrote an average book.
b. London wrote a terrifying book.
c. London wrote a valuable book.
©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.
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Homonyms
Homonyms are two or more words that have the same sound and often have similar spellings,
but they have different meanings. These words are problems for many writers, for it is easy
to become confused by them.
If certain homonyms are a problem for you, you need to find
a way to help you remember what each word means. For
example, you can remember that stationery is writing paper
because the letters er are found in both stationery and paper.
Try to think of similar ways to distinguish one homonym from
another so that you write both words correctly.
Select the correct homonyms to fill in the blanks in the sentences below.
capital/capitol)
2. To watch his sister Jane lose the race was more than John could _________. (bear/bare)
3. How many times have you _______ the doughnut shop without stopping? (passed/past)
4. Mother said, “Go to bed because ___ too late for you to be up on a school night.” (its/it’s)
5. “ _______________ going to clean up this mess?” my father asked about the spilled milk.
(Who’s/Whose)
6. The drum major _____________ the band in the parade. (lead/led)
7. Do you think that the world will ever be completely at _______________? (peace/piece)
8. The Wilson twins learned how to button _______________________ (their/there/they’re)
shirts when they were only ______________________ years old. (to/too/two)
9. I do not think it is ______________________ that my brother would not loan me bus
________________. (fair/fare)
10. My editor does not think it is ______________________ that the judge will not allow me
to ______________________ a newspaper story about the mysterious _______________
that the barbarians were participating in. (right/rite/write)
11. Most young doctors learn to show ____________________________________ with all of
their ____________________. (patience/patients)
12. I hope that our new ______________________ chef does not ______________________
us before the big banquet next week. (desert/dessert)
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Homophones
A homophone is a word that sounds the same as another word but has a different
meaning and different spelling.
1. Circle all the words in the grid. Then write each word beside its homophone.
a. fined
b. ball
f

l

e

e

m m

g

w

c. taut

v

f

h

b

e

a

u

a

d. flea

a

i

y

a

d

y

e

i

i

n

m w

a

o

s

s

n

d

n

l

l

r

t

t

t

a

u

g

h

t

x

x

e. meddle
f. waste
g. guessed
h. him
i. vein
j. mare

2. Circle the correct word in the parentheses.
Two (buoys boys) were walking beside a (creak creek). They were hoping to (fined
find) (sum some) (mail male) (dear deer) that had (been bean) seen grazing on the
(berry bury) trees that grew in the vicinity. It was only last (week weak) when one had
been seen running across the dusty (road rode), (which witch) runs along the side of
the forest.
3. Complete each sentence by using a homophone of the underlined word.
a. The guest won the prize as she ___________ the correct answer.
b. On the packet of self-rising flour there is a picture of a red ___________.
c. My hair stood on end when the ___________ ran between my legs.
d. The poor man began to ___________ the cold tea into the cup.
e. I watched her peer at the ship as she stood on the ___________.
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Prediction
Belize
September 27, 2005
Dear Friend,
While we were in Belize, we went to the Belize City Zoo and it was awesome! It
almost felt like you were right in the wildlife with all the animals. My favorite animal
that we saw was the tapir. The tapir is the national animal of Belize. A tapir is a
hoofed mammal, and it looks a little bit like a mix between a rhinoceros and a hog.
It’s sort of hard to describe, so you’ll just have to look it up and find a picture for
yourself.
When we got back to San Ignacio, my dad gave me money to buy an ice cream at
the ice cream stand. They had all different kinds of flavors—chocolate chip, coconut,
strawberry, and many more. The flavor that sounded interesting to me, though, was
corn, so I decided to try it. Guess what it was? Yep, ice cream with corn in it —
and I liked it!
We spent the rest of the day in San Ignacio. San Ignacio is a nice town. Most of
the streets are dirt, and most of the houses are made of concrete blocks. A lot of the
houses do not have hot water faucets, so you have to get used to cold showers. It was
really tough at first, but sometimes after a hot day it feels okay. We walked most of
the places we went, but when it was too far to walk we took the bus or got a ride from
our friend who has a car. It’s kind of nice to just enjoy the outdoors and some good
company as you walk downtown or to the corner store.
There’s one last thing that I want to tell you about in this letter: plantain. Plantain
is a lot like bananas. There are quite a few plantain trees in San Ignacio. Our
friends like to fix long, thin slices of fried plantain. We like it, too!
Well, it appears that I am almost out of paper, so I will close. I hope that you are
getting very interested in Belize! Remember to go look up a picture of a tapir!
Sincerely,

Julia
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Prediction
Belize

(cont.)

Directions: Carefully read “Belize” and then complete the prediction chart below with your
predictions about what Julia’s next letter will contain. Write your predictions on the left side of
the chart. On the right side of the chart, write what caused you to think of those predictions.
Predictions About What Julia Will Write
in Her Next Letter

Reasons Why I Made the Predictions

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3.

4.

4.

5.

5.
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Main Idea

One Man of Peace
Mahatma Gandhi has inspired many important leaders of the world. Gandhi led a life of
peaceful resistance to unjust policies. Although he was often attacked and imprisoned for
his ideas and acts, Gandhi refused to speak angrily against, or cause harm to, those who
hurt him. Many important leaders use Gandhi’s life as an example of how to help people
and peacefully stand up for human rights.
In 1893 Gandhi went to South Africa and peacefully helped the people win new laws.
When Gandhi saw how unfair the people of darker skin—including Indians—were
treated in South Africa, Gandhi decided to work for new laws. Gandhi peacefully set
about showing that South Africa needed to change. Although Gandhi was a respected,
educated man, he stopped wearing his fancy clothes and committed to wearing only a
loincloth and shawl—the clothes of peasants in India. People joined Gandhi in his effort
to win new laws, and eventually, after much resistance, they were able to win new laws for
South Africa.
In 1915 Gandhi returned to India and became a peaceful leader in the movement to free
India from British rule. Gandhi also worked to help the many poor people of India. As he
did in South Africa, Gandhi taught the people that they must be brave and that they must
return love for hate. After much resistance, India won its independence in 1947.
Gandhi’s peaceful, powerful way of helping people and leading people to stand up for
States, Ella Bhatt in India, and Marina Silva in Brazil are only a few of the life-changing
leaders who have noted Gandhi as an important influence in their lives. Gandhi’s life
shows us all that we can accomplish great tasks in peaceful ways.
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Main Idea
One Man of Peace

(cont.)

Directions: Carefully read “One Man of Peace.” Then complete the chart below. Write the
main idea of “One Man of Peace” in the oval and then write three supporting details in the
triangles below.
Main Idea

Supporting Detail

Supporting Detail

Supporting Detail
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Main Idea
Directions: Read “The Store Manager” below. Then complete the graphic organizer on page
53 with the main idea and supporting details. Write the main idea in the middle oval and the
supporting details in the surrounding ovals.

The Store Manager
Mr. Humphreys is an excellent store manager because he has had many experiences

and he would spend hours telling Mr. Humphreys stories about how to be a successful
store manager. Mr. Humphreys was always intrigued by his uncle’s stories and
decided that he wanted to become a store manager himself one day.

When Mr. Humphreys became a teenager, he began working as a stock boy at the
local grocery store. He often worked long hours on weekends, and he learned a lot
about how stores are run. He would talk with all of the workers at the grocery store to
learn exactly what they had to do as a part of their jobs.

After graduating from school, Mr. Humphreys began working as a clerk at a large
department store downtown. Mr. Humphreys was always trying to become just a little
bit better at what he did. His boss noticed how hard Mr. Humphreys was working and
promoted him to an assistant manager position. Mr. Humphreys was very excited,
and he began to work even harder. Several years later, the store needed a new fulltime store manager. Mr. Humphreys nervously applied for the position, and he was
immediately promoted. Mr. Humphreys was very happy that he had finally fulfilled his
dream of becoming a store manager.
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Main Idea (cont.)
The Store Manager
Supporting Details

(cont.)
Supporting Details

Main Idea

Supporting Details
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Cause and Effect
Directions: Read “The Crash” carefully. Follow the directions for each question on page 55
and answer the questions in complete sentences.

The Crash
It was a bright and sunny day when Jessica got into the car. She rolled down the
window and turned up the radio. Jessica could not believe that her father was finally
letting her drive his car. Jessica had gotten her driver’s license a month ago, but her
dad was very protective of his car and refused to let her drive it anywhere. Today,
however, her father was in an especially happy mood and agreed that she could use
his car for the afternoon. Now Jessica was happily headed for her best friend Jacquie’s
house.
As Jessica pulled out of the driveway, her favorite song came on, and so she turned up
the volume of the radio. Just as she pulled onto the road, a dog ran out in the middle of
the street. Jessica swerved to miss the dog and ended up running into the neighbors’
trash cans. Oh, no! Jessica thought. Now Dad will never let me drive his car!
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Cause and Effect
The Crash (cont.)
Directions: Read “The Crash” carefully. Follow the directions for each question and answer
the questions in complete sentences.
1.

the sentence in “The Crash” that says Jessica’s father agreed to let her use his
car for the afternoon. Answer the question below:
What caused Jessica’s father to let her drive his car for the afternoon?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2.

the sentence in “The Crash” that says Jessica turned up the volume to her
radio. Answer the question below:
What caused Jessica to turn up the volume of her radio? _________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3.

the sentence in “The Crash” that says Jessica swerved the car and then
answer the question below:
What caused Jessica to swerve? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4.

the part of the story where Jessica thinks that her father will never let her drive
his car again. Answer the question below:
What caused Jessica to think that her father would never let her drive his car again?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5. What caused Jessica to crash? _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6. What are some of the possible effects of Jessica crashing into the neighbors’ trash cans?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Sequence
Directions: Read the following story and then number the events in the order in which
they occurred.

B-Ball
Eddie has always been into sports. Before playing basketball, he played soccer. His
soccer team went to the state championships and won a trophy when he was in the fifth
grade. It was a very exciting game, and Eddie scored the winning goal!
Now Eddie plays basketball on the ninth grade basketball team. Next year he will
try out for the 10th grade soccer team as well. Then he will be playing team sports
practically all year round. When Eddie was five years old, his big sister took him to a
college soccer game and that’s when he decided that he wanted to play on a
sports team.
Today, his sister Jessica comes to his basketball games and claims that she inspired
him to be the great athlete that he is. Eddie just laughs when she says that, but he
does agree that she had a part in his love for athletics. Jessica frequently tells him that
if he works hard he can do anything. Eddie’s most recent dream is to go to college on a
basketball scholarship and study physics.

_______ Eddie plays on the ninth grade basketball team.
_______ Eddie decides that he wants to play on a sports team.
_______ Eddie’s fifth grade soccer team won the state championships.
_______ Eddie hopes to go to college and study physics.
_______ Eddie scored the winning goal on his fifth grade soccer team.
_______ Eddie will try out for the 10th grade soccer team.
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The Man Who Peacefully
Changed America
Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions.
In January we honor a great leader named Dr. Martin
rights for black Americans. He proved that one person can
make a real difference.
people and black people. They couldn’t go to the same
said that this was wrong, and he made speeches and led
marches. He believed in peaceful protest. He won the
1964 Nobel Peace Prize.
Some people attacked him. Racists threw rocks at him in Chicago and bombed his home.
already won. Major changes had begun in America. The races would no longer be kept apart.
1. One of the laws Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wanted changed was the law that said
that black people and white people couldn’t . . .
a. attend the same schools.
b. live in the same city.
c. eat the same kinds of food.
2. Why did people attack King and bomb his house?
a. They didn’t like his ideas, and they wanted to scare him into silence.
b. They believed he’d turn violent after violence was used against him.
c. They wanted to show their support for his cause.
3. Before the 1960s you can conclude that blacks and whites. . .
a. never saw one another.
b. could not speak each other’s languages.
c. could not usually marry each other.
4. Of the following choices, which happened last?
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Keyboard Master: Mozart
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is one of the world’s most famous musicians. As an adult, he
produced more than 600 works, including symphonies, operas, and other musical pieces.
What is most unusual about Mozart is that he amazed the world with his musical brilliance
when he was only six years old.
Mozart was born in Austria in 1756. It wasn’t long before his father noticed Mozart’s talent for
music. The small boy would listen to his sister Nannerl’s music lessons, then try to play along.
Mozart learned an entire piece of music by heart when he was only four years old.
Both Mozart and Nannerl came from a very talented family. Their father, Leopold, was a
violinist and composer. Their mother, Anna Maria, came from a family of musicians.
Leopold wanted the world to see what brilliant children Mozart and Nannerl were. When
Mozart was six and Nannerl was ten, Leopold took them on a European tour. The family
traveled for four years. They went to Austria, Hungary, Germany, France, England, the
Netherlands, and Switzerland. Everywhere they went, the children charmed audiences with
their musical abilities.
Sometimes Mozart and Nannerl would play duets. Their fingers flew over the keys in a blur.
Sometimes Leopold asked Mozart to do musical “tricks.” One of Mozart’s favorite tricks was to
play the harpsichord with a cloth draped over the keys so he couldn’t see them. For another
trick, Mozart would listen through a door while someone played music he had never heard.
Then the boy would enter the room and play the piece perfectly.
After the tour, the family went back home to Austria. But Mozart and Leopold couldn’t stay still
for long. Soon they went on another tour, then another. By the time Mozart was sixteen, he
was one of the best known musicians in Europe. Royalty asked him to compose operas just
for them.
As he grew up, people were not quite as amazed at Mozart’s talent as they were when he
was a child. Mozart made a living by composing music, giving concerts, and teaching, but his
music eventually fell out of favor with the people of his time. He died at the age of 35, deeply
in debt.
Today, Mozart is recognized as one of the greatest musicians that the world has ever known,
and his music and operas are even more popular than when he was alive.
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Language Arts

Keyboard Master: Mozart (cont.)
Directions: After reading the story, answer the questions. Circle the correct answer.
1. Why did Mozart’s father take his children on a European tour?
a.
b.
c.
d.

He
He
He
He

wanted
wanted
wanted
wanted

to make a living through his children’s talents.
his children to see all of Europe.
to expand their musical abilities.
the world to see what brilliant children they were.

2. How old was Mozart when he played his first musical piece by heart?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Six
Sixteen
Four
Ten

3. What does the passage mean by “the children charmed audiences”?
a.
b.
c.
d.

The
The
The
The

audiences would be amazed and awed by the children’s talents.
people in the audience would fall asleep.
children would give small musical charms to the people in the audience.
children were always polite and well behaved.

4. According to the passage. . .
a.
b.
c.
d.

Mozart died a happy man.
Mozart became more popular as an adult musician.
Mozart’s popularity decreased as he got older.
Mozart’s operas are less popular now than when he was alive.

5. Which of the following can you conclude from this passage?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Mozart died not knowing that his music would live on.
There has never been a musician as talented as Mozart.
Music changed dramatically after Mozart’s death.
Mozart knew he would be remembered as a world famous musician.

6. The web shows some important ideas in the story. Which of these belongs in the
empty box?
a. cloth drape
b. violinist and composer
Mozart at 6 years old
Mozart as an adult
c. musical tricks
toured
taught
d. deep in debt
Europe

music

played
duets
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Tony Hawk, Professional Skater
Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions.
Tony Hawk was born in 1968 in California. He was a difficult
child. Then his brother gave him a skateboard at the age
of 9. His whole life changed. By the time Hawk was 14, he
was a professional skateboarder. Two years later, he was
the best in the world.
He entered 103 contests. In 92 of them he took first or
second place. He created dozens of tricks. Hawk even did
a 900, which everyone said was impossible. (A 900 means
that he spun around two-and-a-half times in midair on
his skateboard.)
Hawk turned skateboarding into a popular sport. Today he is married and has three sons.
He owns a company that sells skateboarding clothes and gear. He also has a popular video
game series called Tony Hawk Pro Skater.
1. From the time he started skateboarding, how many years did it take Hawk to be the
top skateboarder worldwide?
a. 9 years

b. 5 years

c. 7 years

2. At the age of 17 Hawk bought an expensive house. How did he afford it?
a. He charged people money to teach them how to skateboard.
b. He had started a company that sold computers.
c. He won award money at many skateboarding competitions.
3. Why did skateboarding immediately improve Hawk’s life at the age of 9?
a. Skateboarding prompted him to open a business and make video games.
b. Skateboarding gave him something to do that kept him out of trouble.
c. He liked skateboarding so much that within a year he was a professional.
4. You can conclude that professional skateboarders must. . .
a. spend a lot of time practicing skateboarding tricks.
b. be good at playing the Tony Hawk Pro Skater video games.
c. own their own companies.
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We All Scream for Ice Cream
Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions.
Ice cream was first served in 62 BCE. The Roman emperor Nero
ate a treat made of snow, fruit, and honey. This happened nearly
1,800 years before the first ice cream plant opened. Jacob Fussell
built the first one in 1851.
Making ice cream by hand is hard work, and it doesn’t always come
out right. People made it at home for a rare treat. Now each person
world enjoy ice cream, Americans eat the most.
Vanilla is the top-selling flavor. Chocolate comes in second. Neapolitan is third in popularity.
It has bands of vanilla, chocolate, and strawberry. The top three flavors have held those slots
for many years. Other favorites include butter pecan and cookies and cream.
1. What did Jacob Fussell do?
a. He invented the frozen treat called ice cream.
b. He started making ice cream in large quantities.
c. He did a survey to find out the most popular ice cream flavors.
2. If you have an allergy to nuts, you wouldn’t want to try. . .
a. butter pecan ice cream.
b. Neapolitan ice cream.
c. cookies and cream ice cream.
3. How did Nero’s ice cream differ from today’s ice cream?
a. His didn’t have any milk or cream in it.
b. His was served cold.
c. His had chunks of fruit.
4. Ice cream is most closely related to. . .
a. peppermint candy.
b. frozen juice on a stick.

c. frozen yogurt.
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An Unusual Inmate
Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions.
In 1924 Pep, a black Labrador retriever, lived in
Pennsylvania. Then one day he killed the governor’s cat.
The governor ardently loved his cat. He was so furious
that he demanded that Pep go to jail. People thought that
he wasn’t serious. So the governor put on his judge’s
robes. He had Pep brought into court. However, there
was no jury at Pep’s trial. The judge simply pronounced
the sentence: “Life imprisonment without the possibility of parole.”
Pep went to prison, but he never lived in a cell. Instead he went wherever he pleased within
the prison walls. He had a good life because so many of the inmates loved him. He followed
them around while they did their assigned chores. Pep was petted and played with until he
died in a fellow prisoner’s arms in 1930.
1. Why did Pep have to go to jail?
a. His owner didn’t want him anymore.
b. The other inmates needed company.
c. He had killed the governor’s cat.
2. Why did the judge say Pep could never be paroled?
a. The judge wanted Pep to confess to the crime.
b. The judge didn’t want Pep to ever leave the prison.
c. The judge wanted the jury’s support for his decision.
3. Why did the author choose the title?
a. Pep acted strangely for a dog.
b. Dogs are rarely put in jail.
c. The other inmates loved Pep very much.
4. The word ardently means. . .
a. wrongly.
b. mildly.

c. strongly.
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Harbor of Rio de Janeiro

Harbor of Rio de Janeiro

On January 1, 1502, an explorer from Portugal named Goncalo Coelho and his crew sailed
into a huge bay by what is now Brazil. A bay is a body of water that is partly surrounded by
land. The explorers thought they had found the mouth of a large river. So they named the
place "Rio de Janeiro," or "River of January." The bay they found is known today as the
Harbor of Rio de Janeiro.
The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is the world's largest natural bay, containing more water than
any other bay in the world! Because of its size, the Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is considered
one of the world's seven natural wonders.
The bay is surrounded by mountains made from granite. The mountains are huge and steep,
with odd shapes. One of these mountains was named after a sugar loaf, because it looks like
a type of bread made on an island near Portugal. Another one was named Corcovado, or
"The Hunchback," because of its mound-like shape. Together, the water and mountains create
a beautiful harbor.
The beauty of the harbor attracts people to this day. Tourists from all over the world come to
see the gorgeous harbor and the city of Rio de Janeiro. People have even built cable cars
and trains to accommodate tourists and show them around the area.
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Harbor of Rio de Janeiro - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is the largest natural bay in the world. According to the
text, what is a bay?
A. a body of water that is completely surrounded by land
B. an area of land that is surrounded by water
C. a body of water that is partly surrounded by land
D. an area of land that is partly surrounded by water

2. What does the text describe?
A. Goncalo Coelho's trip to Brazil
B. how bays form
C. the difference between rivers and bays
D. the Harbor of Rio de Janeiro

3. Read these sentences from the text.

The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is the world's largest natural bay,
containing more water than any other bay in the world!
[. . .]
The bay is surrounded by mountains made from granite. The
mountains are huge and steep, with odd shapes. . . . Together, the
water and mountains create a beautiful harbor.
What conclusion does this information support?
A. The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is a very cold place.
B. The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is a very impressive place.
C. The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro doesn't have a lot of plant and animal life.
D. The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is a very poor place.
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Harbor of Rio de Janeiro - Comprehension Questions

4. Based on the text, what can be concluded about the world's seven natural wonders?
A. The world's seven natural wonders are natural places that have a lot of rocks.
B. The world's seven natural wonders are places with a lot of buried treasure.
C. The world's seven natural wonders are strange places people have built.
D. The world's seven natural wonders are very impressive natural places.

5. What is the main idea of this text?
A. The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is the world's largest bay and a beautiful place with
water and mountains.
B. Concalo Coelho was a Portuguese explorer who sailed to Brazil in the 1500s.
C. The mountains of the Harbor of Rio de Janeiro are huge and have odd shapes.
D. Tourists from all over the world go to see the gorgeous harbor and the city of Rio de
Janeiro.

6. Read these sentences from the text.
"The bay is surrounded by mountains made from granite. The mountains are huge and
steep, with odd shapes. One of these mountains was named after a sugar loaf, because
it looks like a type of bread made on an island near Portugal. Another one was named
Corcovado, or 'The Hunchback,' because of its mound-like shape. Together, the water
and mountains create a beautiful harbor."
Why does the author discuss the mountain named after a sugar loaf and the mountain
called "The Hunchback"?
A. to contrast the way the mountains by the Harbor of Rio de Janeiro were described
earlier in the text
B. to give the reader examples of mountains with odd shapes by the Harbor of Rio de
Janeiro
C. to give the reader examples of different mountains around the world
D. to show that people sometimes give funny names to mountains
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.
The Harbor of Rio de Janeiro is considered one of the world's seven natural wonders
__________ it is very large.
A. however
B. on the other hand
C. although
D. because

8. Describe the mountains that surround the Harbor of Rio de Janeiro.
Support your answer with evidence from the text.

9. Why do people from all over the world visit the Harbor of Rio de Janeiro?
Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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Harbor of Rio de Janeiro - Comprehension Questions

10. Imagine you wanted to convince a friend to join you on a trip to the Harbor of Rio de
Janeiro. Explain the argument you might make to your friend to persuade him or her to
join you.
Support your answer with evidence from the text.

ReadWorks.org · © 2017 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Fixing My Sister’s Bike

Fixing My Sister’s Bike
Kyria Abrahams

I love to fix things. I’m only eight years old, but I can figure lots of stuff out by myself. I want to
be a scientist when I grow up.
Last week, the red, shiny reflector came off my sister’s bicycle seat. My sister Ariel said she
wanted to take it to the bicycle repair shop to be fixed.
“No way!” I stopped her. “I know how to fix things, so I’ll fix this too!”
“Well, it had better work!” Ariel said. She looked like she didn’t believe me.
I got some rope from the closet, and I tied the reflector right back onto the bike. It dangled a
little bit, but it still worked just fine.
“It looks messy,” Ariel said.
When my dad came home, I showed him how I had fixed the bike.
“Do you think that’s the best solution?” he asked me.
I looked over at the reflector. On second glance, it didn’t look that secure after all. There were
some pieces of rope hanging off.
I shrugged.
“Yes! It’s fine!” I said.
I thought it was the best solution. I had come up with it, after all, so it had to be the best.
“Okay,” he said. “Let’s see how long it stays attached to the bike.”
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Fixing My Sister’s Bike

My dad said he was proud of me for taking initiative. That means I see something that needs
to be fixed and do it without being told!
“I think I have a new lesson for you, though,” Dad said. “I want to show you how to conduct an
experiment.”
I had come up with a solution to a problem, and now the second step was to test it under
different conditions.
I asked my sister when she was planning to go for a bike ride. She said at 2:00 p.m.
I grabbed a pen and a piece of paper and made two columns on the paper. One column said
GOOD, and one column said BAD. At 2:00, I went outside to watch her ride.
First, she rode down the sidewalk and the reflector stayed on. I made a checkmark in the
GOOD column.
Next, she went over a bump and the reflector stayed on. I made another checkmark. Good again!
Then, she rode underneath a tree. Uh oh! I knew what was coming next.
One of the branches from the tree swept across the back of her bike, and the next thing I knew
the whole reflector was untied and on the ground!
Ariel cried out, “My reflector!”
I made another checkmark, this time in the column that said BAD.
“Back to the drawing board!” I said.
“Grrr!” said Ariel.
Later that night, my dad and I sat down with my paper to look at the checkmarks.
“Under what conditions did the reflector stay on the bike?” he asked me.
I looked. “Well, it stayed on when the bike was riding normally, but it fell off when it was hit by
that tree branch.”
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Fixing My Sister’s Bike

“What you have on that sheet of paper is called scientific data,” Dad said. “What do you think
you can learn from this?”
“I don’t think the rope worked very well,” I said.
“I don’t think so, either,” he said. “But you did have to test it first to be sure.”
“Well, I tested it and now I know.”
“What will hold the reflector on a little bit better?”
“Let’s use glue!” I said.
We went downstairs, where the family keeps all our tools. Dad pulled the bike up onto the
bench and took out the Super Glue.
I’m not allowed to use strong glue by myself. So we did this part together.
We let the glue dry overnight, and the next day I conducted my experiment all over again.
“You’re not going to break my reflector again, are you?” my sister asked. She looked a little
mad and suspicious.
“Well, I don’t think so,” I told her. “But that’s what this experiment is for. Do you trust me?”
“I guess so,” Ariel said. “But mainly because Dad helped this time!” She stuck her tongue out at me.
I made her ride the bike exactly the same way she had the last time so that we could try to
recreate the conditions. This is important in a scientific experiment.
She rode down the sidewalk. The reflector stayed on. So far, so good!
Then, I had her go over the bump again. The reflector stayed on. I made another checkmark.
But now it was time for the final test.
“Okay, get ready!” I yelled. “It’s time to ride under the tree!”
Just like last time, my sister rode under the tree. However, this time, the reflector stayed on the bike.
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Fixing My Sister’s Bike

“Yay! It didn’t fall off!” Ariel squealed happily.
I was pretty proud myself. I made a great big checkmark in the GOOD column, and then drew a
smiley face just for fun.
I turned around to see that my dad had been watching the entire time.
“Excellent work, little scientist,” he said. “You recreated the experiment and found the
solution to your sister’s bike problem.”
“And I saved us a trip to the bike shop!” I said.
“You sure did,” Ariel said. And then she gave me a great big hug.
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Questions: Fixing My Sister’s Bike

Name:

_____________ Date: _______________________

1. What keeps falling off Ariel’s bicycle?
A
B
C
D

the
the
the
the

front wheel
back wheel
reflector
seat

2. The narrator is the person who is telling the story. In this story, the narrator is Ariel’s
sibling. How does the narrator finally solve the problem of the reflector falling off Ariel’s bike?
A
B
C
D

by
by
by
by

taking Ariel’s bike to a repair shop
tying the reflector on with some rope from a closet
asking their dad to fix the reflector by himself
gluing the reflector on with help from their dad

3. Rope does not keep the reflector on the bike as well as glue does.
What evidence from the passage supports this statement?
A Ariel’s father helps to glue the reflector onto the bike after the reflector falls off
a second time.
B After the reflector is tied onto the bike with rope, it stays on when Ariel rides
down the sidewalk.
C After the reflector is tied onto the bike with rope, it stays on when Ariel rides
over a bump.
D The reflector falls off after being tied onto the bike, but it does not fall off after
being glued on.
4. Why does Ariel give the narrator a hug at the end of the story?
A
B
C
D

Ariel
Ariel
Ariel
Ariel

is
is
is
is

upset about how long it has taken to fix the bike.
happy that the narrator has fixed the bike.
excited to take her bike to a repair shop.
confused because she does not understand how the narrator fixed the bike.

5. What is this story mainly about?
A
B
C
D

two siblings who do not get along until their dad makes them be nice to each other
a bike that is unsafe to ride because it is falling apart
a problem with a bike and what the narrator does to solve it
a girl whose bike breaks and what happens when she takes it to a repair shop
1
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Questions: Fixing My Sister’s Bike

6. Read the following sentence: “Last week, the red, shiny reflector came off my sister’s
bicycle seat.”
What does the word “reflector” mean?
A
B
C
D

a wheel that turns very slowly
something that shines when light hits it
a type of metal that is worth a lot of money
a safety pad that someone riding a bicycle wears

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
The narrator tries fixing the reflector with glue _______ rope does not work.
A
B
C
D

after
although
before
so

8. What causes the reflector to fall off Ariel’s bike after it has been tied on with rope?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Questions: Fixing My Sister’s Bike

9. What are the three bike riding conditions that the narrator has Ariel recreate after
gluing the reflector on Ariel’s bike?
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

10. Why is recreating these conditions important to the narrator’s experiment?
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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